
upcoming events 
 

 BR Family Night Out  
at Buffalo Wings & Rings 

All day long! 12:00pm-11:00pm 

BRCS Choirs Christmas Concert 
St. Therese; 7:00pm 

GLORY DAY 
All-School Mass 

BR Activity Center; 2:00pm 
 

The ROCK 
BR Gymnasium; 6:30pm 

 

National ACT Testing Date 

Daughters of Virtue 
4:00pm 

BRCS Bands Christmas Concert 
Ann Nicole Nelson Hall at MSU; 

7:30pm 

BRCS Elementary 
Christmas Program 

BR Gymnasium; 7:00pm 

Las Posadas Celebration 
BR Gymnasium; 2:00pm 

NO SCHOOL 
Christmas Holiday 

Classes Resume 
 

*PLANNING AHEAD*

End of First Semester 

NO SCHOOL 
Martin Luther King, Jr. Day 

March for Life Pilgrimage 
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Bishop Ryan Catholic School Office Information 

Middle School/High School Office: 
Mrs. Brintnell, Secretary 

Mr. Lee, Principal 

(701) 838-3355, option 1 

Elementary/Preschool Office: 
Mrs. Selk, Secretary 

Mrs. Steckler, Principal 

(701) 838-3355, option 2 

-providing me with a home 
-providing me with food and 
   home-cooked meals 
-challenging me to do things to  
   help me be better 
-working so hard 
-encouraging me to do amazing  
   things 
-being there when I need you 
-choosing life: I am here! 
-laying down a right path for me 
-sending me to Bishop Ryan, 
   because they push me to be 
   the best I can be 
-never giving up on me, 
   even when I'm difficult 
-taking time to teach me things  
   where we are together, 
   like hunting 
-doing everything for me 
   in order for me to be happy 
-the ability to go to Bishop Ryan  
   where I get to grow closer to  
   God 
-your love, care, and support 
-letting me be involved in sports,  
   even when it involves sacrifice 
-family gatherings 
-allowing me to be a kid 
-allowing me to have friends 
-letting me go to a school where  
   I'm able to learn things that I  
   couldn't in a public school 
-teaching me about priorities 
-teaching me to have a sense of  
   humor 
-introducing me to politics in a  
   healthy manner 
-supplying for all my needs 

-sharing in the same values as me 
-providing me with a school where  
   my teachers care about me  
   and if I succeed in life 
-teaching me to always recognize  
   my blessings, especially in  
   difficult times 
-taking care of responsibilities  
   such as paying bills 
-helping me with my school work 
-bringing me to Mass  
   and instilling Christian values 
-putting me first 
-doing laundry, cleaning the house,  
   and cooking 
-keeping me safe 
-loving me, no matter what 
-the things I get that I don't need 
-letting me have pets 
-taking me camping and to the  
   lake 
-just being there—that's all I need! 
-going through the hardships to  
   give me a great education 
-fighting through the toughest  
   struggles to be with me 
-teaching me how to cook and  
   other household needs 
-trips and vacations that you 
   take me on 
-helping coach my sports 
-always being on time to drop me  
   off and pick me up no matter  
   what you have to do. Without  
   you I wouldn't know what to do! 
-the privilege of getting Christmas  
   presents 
-caring enough to worry about me 
-letting me have friends over 

-new school supplies 
-listening when I need to talk 
   to someone 
-my own bathroom 
-buying me new costumes 
   for Halloween 
-buying me new school clothes 
-my own bedroom 
-reading with me every night 
-telling me when I do wrong 
-tucking me in at night 
-that I can count on you 
-pushing me to do my best 
-helping me grow in my faith 
-being there when others aren't 
-taking care of me 
-helping me be the person I am 
-making me smile when I have a  
   bad day 
-cheering me on at my games 
-your selflessness 
-caring about my well-being 
-taking care of my pets 
-helping my friends 
-for having self control when 
   it would be easier to lose  
   your temper 
-always forgiving me 
-trusting me to make good 
   choices 
-paying for my braces 
-supporting my hobbies 
-being a good example in life 
-taking me to the doctor 
-packing my lunch 
-for letting me talk to you about  
   my problems 
-praying for me 
-wanting me to succeed 

Thank YOU! In preparation for Thanksgiving, our middle 
and high school students made a list of what 
they’re thankful for. THANK YOU, parents, for: 



The season kicked off with the annual Minot Early Bird, 
now settling into a December of busy weekends. 

The first home dual comes up December 19th, 
with the boys hosting Kenmare in the Den at 7:00pm. 

After a one-point thriller that ended on a last-second 
winning shot last night in the Den, the girls play 

in this weekend’s Shootout on the Prairie 
at the Minot Auditorium (December 6th-7th). 

 

The December schedule takes the boys on the road, 
starting with a trip to Hazen on December 13th. 

The schedule brings them closer to home 
during the MSU Dome Days on December 28th, and they’ll 

play their first home games in the Den on January 4th. 
 

 

Celebrate our Living Faith! 

Morning Mass (7:20am in the Chapel of Divine Mercy)   
   Thursday, December 5th - Friday, December 6th 
   Monday, December 9th - Tuesday, December 10th 
   Thursday, December 12th - Friday, December 13th 
   Monday, December 16th-Thursday, December 19th 

Everyone is invited to the following 
Bishop Ryan Christmas presentations! 

 

- -
Bishop Ryan Choirs Christmas Concert 

St. Therese, Church of the Little Flower; 7:00pm 
(Please note: Strings Academy students will not be performing 

as part of this concert.) 
 

- -
Little Lions Preschool Christmas Programs 

Bishop Ryan Catholic School Cafeteria 
8:15am: Mrs. Grunenwald’s and Mrs. Morris’ morning classes 

2:30pm: Mrs. Grunenwald’s, Mrs. Morris’ and Mrs. Schneider’s classes 
 

- -
Little Lions Preschool Christmas Programs 

Bishop Ryan Catholic School Cafeteria 
8:15am: Mrs. Grunenwald’s and Mrs. Morris’ morning classes 

2:30pm: Mrs. Grunenwald’s, Mrs. Morris’ and Mrs. Schneider’s classes 
 

- -
Bishop Ryan Bands Christmas Concert 

Ann Nicole Nelson Hall at Minot State University; 7:30pm 
 

- -
Bishop Ryan Elementary Christmas Program 

Bishop Ryan Catholic School Gymnasium; 7:00pm 



    Welcome to this great journey of Advent, the liturgical season of vigilance—  
 or, to put it more mundanely, of waiting. 
    Waiting is very hard for most of us. I suppose we human beings have always been in  
 a hurry, but modern people especially seem to want what they want when they want 

it. We are driven, determined, goal-oriented, fast-moving. I, for one, can’t stand waiting. So when I’m told that waiting 
seems to belong to the heart of the spiritual life, I’m not pleased, for here, too, I want answers, direction, clarity–and I 
want them pronto. 
   So what sense can we make of the countercultural and counterintuitive spirituality of vigilance? The first thing we have to 
realize is that we and God are, quite simply, on different timetables. “To you, O Lord, a thousand years are like a day” 
(2 Peter 3:8). What is a long time to us is an instant for God. 
   Also, is it possible that we are made to wait because the track we are on is not the one God wants for us? G.K. Chesterton 
said that if you are on the wrong road, the very worst thing you can do is to move quickly. Maybe we’re forced to wait 
because God wants us seriously to reconsider the course we’ve charted, to stop hurtling down a dangerous road. 
   Or perhaps we are made to wait because we are not yet adequately prepared to receive what God wants to give us. 
Saint Augustine argued that the purpose of unanswered prayer is to force an expansion of the heart. And even if we desire 
with sufficient intensity what God wants to give, we still might not be ready to integrate a particular grace into our lives or 
to handle the implications of it. 
   So may we embrace the spirituality of Advent, and may we spend these holy days together waiting–in prayer, penance, 
and hope–for the appearance of Christ our Savior. 
 

Bishop Robert Barron is an author, speaker, theologian, and founder of Word on Fire, a global media ministry. You can 
check out his daily Advent Reflections by scrolling to the bottom of the page at https://bishopryan.com/religiouslife.  

by Bishop Robert Barron 

           What is Las Posadas? 
 

The story of Christ’s birth has been told and retold so many times over the generations, but perhaps nowhere on earth is 
the Nativity story told with more flourish and faith-based exuberance than in the annual celebration of Las Posadas, a 
tradition held throughout Mexico and Guatemala. 
 

The roots of Las Posadas stretch deeply into Latin culture. Originating in Spain, it’s been a yearly celebration throughout 
Mexico for over 400 years. The tradition commemorates Mary and Joseph’s difficult journey from Nazareth to Bethlehem 
in search of a warm place to stay the night. (Posadas is Spanish for “lodgings” or “accommodations.”) 
 

Beginning on December 16th and ending nine days later, on December 24th, Las Posadas commemorates the nine months 
of Mary’s pregnancy. Each night, one family agrees to house the pilgrims, and at dusk, a procession of the faithful takes to 
the streets with children often dressed as angels and shepherds. Religious figures, images and lighted candles are a part of 
the festivities. The group representing the Holy Family stands outside a series of houses, singing songs and asking for 
lodging. They are refused time and again until the group reaches the designated house. Finally, the travelers are permitted 
to enter. Prayer and song continue in the home, and festive foods are shared. The evening ends with a piñata in the shape 
of star. The tradition continues each evening with a different house as the chosen posada.  
 

At Bishop Ryan, we host a mini version of Las Posadas each year, ending with cookies and hot chocolate in the cafeteria. 
If you’d like to join us for this year’s celebration, make plans to be here on Thursday, December 19th, at 2:10pm. 

LIONS FOR LIFE BEANIES ARE BACK: $20 EACH! 
Please see Mr. Rodgers if you’re interested! 

 

There will be a March for Life meeting 

on Wednesday, December 18th at 7:00pm in the BR Cafeteria. 
This meeting is mandatory for all students traveling on this year’s trip, 

and parents are encouraged to attend, as well. 




